
READ ALL ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING , WHAT DID HAPPEN,   MINUTES  
AND UPCOMINGS 

AND -  - - - -   PAY  YOUR 2009 DUES TODAY! 
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CONGRESSMAN REP ADAM SMITH   
AT THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE 25TH LDD TALKING TO A  
LARGE GROUP OF MEMBERS ABOUT ISSUES OF THE PRESENT  

GOVERNMENT . 
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25TH DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  
OFFICIALS 

 
Senator                  
Jim Kastama 
(253) 840-4701 
 
email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 
 
Representative    
Dawn Morrell 
(253) 840-4604 
 
 
email:  

morrell.dawn@leg.wa.gov 
 
For all other elected officials:  
Legislative Hotline: 
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FOR THE LATEST INFO  
AND/OR COPIES OF THE  

FOCUS CHECK OUT THE 25TH 
LDD WEBSITE AT: 
www.25dems.org 
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31 Aug Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66. 9813 
28th St, E., Puyallup. 
 
10 Sep THU Public Forum 
Health Care For All!  
See flyer on Page 4! 

 
12 Sep Sat Deadline 
for FOCUS articles, 
pictures, etc. 
 

30 Sep WED 25 LDD  meets at 
7PM at Puyallup Library. 
Speaker to be Dwight Pelz, 
Chair of WA State Democrats 

 
17 Oct Sat DEAD-
LINE for FOCUS arti-
cles, pictures, etc. 

 
2 Nov Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66.  
 
5 Nov Thu 25 LDD meets at 
7PM at Puyallup Library.   
 
14 Nov  Sat DEADLINE for 
FOCUS articles, pictures, etc. 
 
 
You are invited to submit your    
meetings/events to be included 
in the Upcoming Events.  
 

  
 
 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE 
CHANGES IN THE  

MEETINGS! 



25th LD Democrats Legislative Action Committee 
By Jerry Beckendorf 

 
The 25th LD Democrats Legislative Action Committee (LAC) will hold a meeting at 6 pm 
at the Puyallup Library prior to the Wednesday, Sept. 30 meeting at the Puyallup Li-
brary.  Current members and anyone interested in following legislation and contacting 
legislators both state and national are encouraged to attend.  We hope to make one or 
more trips to Olympia during the Legislative session in 2010.  All LAC members are en-
couraged to attend the January 25th LD Democrats meeting where we send off Senator 
Kastama and Rep. Morrell to Olympia. 
 

HR 3200 Health Care Reform 
 

Unless you have been asleep or haven’t watched TV, read newspapers or talked to anyone 
you are aware that there is a great debate going on about Health Care Reform.  There are 
several house bills, HR 3200 among them calling for a Public Option.  For reference 
watch MSNBC shows with Keith Olbermann, Rachel Maddow and Ed Schultz about the 
positive reasons to support these bills.  Also visit the following websites:  AARP, Fac-
tcheck.org and Google Wendell Potter and Rep. Weiner from New York for more in-
sights.    
You might also want to visit websites from the right:  Freedomworks,  
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Present Publisher has other duties and needs to reliquensh his duties to someone 
else.  We have 453 people who get the newsletter - USPS or email and over half of 
them know more about computers than I do.  I bet one half of the half have two or three spare days 
a months to put the newsletter together and mail it.  It only requires you to have a program onyour 
computer that produces newsletters.  Then the easy part is you sit back and wait on the Editor 
Joan Cronk(who is great at her job) to send you the pictures and articles.  Rearrange them, get 
spelling corrections made; send it to the person doing the printing then fold, attach labels; take to 
Bulk Mailing Facality on Pine Street and mail.  Treasurer reemburses you and you wait for next 
month so you can do it again.  I will be happy to work with you to produce the first edition and 
mail it.  I have back copies on cd's plus pictures of members and politicians and if you want graph-
ics.  Membership Chair Michele sends you to latest update of addresses and members of the Execu-
tive Board sends articles to the Editor.  Joan writes some articles and you never have to write any-
thing.   OK, once in a while you have to fill in some spaces but there are plenty of jokes, inspira-
tional items, historical notes and other things to add.  And all it takes is several part time days for a 
computer literate person like yourself to put it all together.  Get a group and you have a monthly 
meeting of fun putting out the information the members want and need.  Contact our 
Chair Louis Tibbs and tell him you want to be one of the many wonderful volunteers we in 
the 25th LDD are lucky to have.   
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ACHIEVING HEALTH 
CARE FOR ALL! 

 
A timely and thought-provoking discussion of issues and visions in 

 providing quality, affordable health care for all. 
 

��������	
��� ��
Including panel presentations, discussions, audience question and answer 

 
Objectives: Educate, Advocate, Take Action 
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Pre-event Reception, 6:30 PM 

 
�

��#�������� �
 
· ������'��
���#����(��)�*#��	

����   25th Legislative District 
· ������'	���   Executive Secretary, Pierce County Labor Council 
· +
��,�����#��   Executive Director, Washington Public Campaigns 
· ��
����-	����
 , Board member of "Health Care for All - Washington" and a member of 

"Physicians for a National Health Plan 
 
 

Come early!   
Panelists will be happy to speak with you during the reception. 

 
Organized by the 25th Legislative Democrats 

For The Latest Information & Copies of Our Newsletter Visit Our Website at 
www.25dems.org 
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BIOS OF PANELISTS FOR PUBLIC FORUM 
ACHIEVING HEALTH CARE FOR ALL! 

 
PATTY ROSE -  has spent 34 years in the labor movement, and was elected Secretary-Treasurer of the Pierce 
County Central Labor Council in 2002.  She has been a union rep for SEIU Local 6, serving 1,500 members in 
three counties.  She serves on numerous civic boards and committees.  Born and raised in Tacoma, Patty has one 
son and two grandchildren, and lives with her husband in Summit View in Southeast Tacoma. 
============ 
 
Patty Rose was elected Secretary Treasurer of the Pierce County Central Labor Council, AFL-CIO in the summer 
of 2002 and took office July 1st.  She is the first and only woman to serve in this position in the 119 year history of 
the Labor Council.  
 
Prior to coming to the Labor Council, Patty worked for the Service Employees International Union (SEIU) for 27 
years.  For much of that time, she was the office manager and bookkeeper for the Tacoma Local.  In 1994 with the 
merger of the Tacoma and Seattle locals, Patty became a union representative of SEIU Local 6, representing ap-
proximately 1,500 union members in 3 counties. She negotiated contracts, handled grievances, conducted shop 
steward trainings, facilitated Labor/Management committee meetings and organized new workers to become union 
members.  
 
Patty was born and raised in Tacoma and has lived here all her life (except 4 years while her husband was serving 
in the US Navy).  She has one son, a major in the US Army and two grandchildren.  She and her husband live in 
Summit View in Southeast Tacoma.  
 
In addition to her work as Secretary Treasurer of the Pierce County Labor Council, Patty also serves on 16 Boards 
and Committees  
 
United Way of Pierce County – Board of Directors 
Cascade Regional Blood Services – Board of Directors 
Washington State Labor Council, Vice President, 6th District 
Economic Development Board – Board of Directors 
Pierce County Community Services Labor Agency – President, Board of Directors 
Pierce College Workforce Advisory Committee 
Bates Technical College General Advisory Council 
Clover Park Technical College Advisory College 
Workforce Development Board – Board of Directors 
Pierce County Center for Dispute Resolution – Board of Directors 
A. Philip Randolph Institute – Secretary, Board of Directors 
Economic Development Corporation of Pierce County – President, Board of Directors 
Washington State Labor Council Women’s Committee, Chair 
Pacific Coast Maritime History Association – Treasurer, Board of Directors 
Executive Committee of the Workforce Development Council 
Public Policy Committee, United Way of Pierce County, Co-Chair  
 
“I have spent 34 years in the Labor Movement fighting for worker’s rights and promoting social justice.  I can’t 
imagine doing anything else.  I’m honored that union members in Pierce County have elected me as their secretary 
treasurer”. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Bios continued on next page. 



BIOS CONTINUED 
 

CRAIG��������SALINS��������– Executive Coordinator of Washington Public 
Campaigns.  Appointed in January, 2007, after servi ng on the 
board. 
 
A native of Seattle, former VISTA Volunteer and Hea d Start ��
director, Salins has directed advocacy organization s on consumer 
issues, economic cooperatives and health care refor m, and has 
led workshops at national and state conferences. 
 
In his own words: "Until we achieve public funding for election 
campaigns, we won't see significant progress on the  bread and 
butter issues that concern most Americans, such as affordable 
health care for all, full funding for education, li ving wages, 
safety on the job, sustainable energy policies, res pect for 
small business and family farms, and an environment  we can 
proudly leave to our children." 
--------------------------------------------------- -------------  
 
MARTHA KOESTER -  is a retired chemist and current full time 
activist on health care issues, among many other th ings. She 
is a board member of Health Care for All - Washingt on and a 
member of Physicians for a National Health Plan. Ra ised by 
partially disabled parents who couldn't get health insurance 
at any price, she has been active on the issue for most of 
her adult life.  She has a bachelor's degree in mat hematics 
and a doctorate in  biochemistry. For the last 20 y ears she 
was an analytical chemist at Weyerhaeuser, where sh e worked 
on product development, environmental analysis and strategic 
biology, earning two patents. 
 

 

NOTICE !       
 

The Pierce County Democrats will not have a booth this year at the 
Puyallup Fair in September. Although the booth has welcomed many 
visitors in past years, the decision was made by the Pierce County De-
mocrats to not have the booth this year.  The 25th LDD will miss being 
a part of the Puyallup Fair this year -- maybe next year it will be up and 
operating again, and we will again be passing out flyers and talking to 
all the good folks who visit the Puyallup Fair every year.  Thanks again 
to everyone who volunteered over the years for the booth.                                                  
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MINUTES OF 25TH LDD 

AUGUST 6, 2009 
By Acting Secretary, Joan Cronk 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:03 P.M. by Acting Chair Louis Tibbs. 
Flag salute. 
Roll call of officers: Present were Louis Tibbs, Acting Chair and Vice Chair; Michelle 
Donaldson, Membership; Ellen Zulauf, State Committeewoman; Jerry Beckendorf, State Com-
mitteman; Eric Renz, Sergeant at Arms; Melissa Thompson and Carolyn Merrival, Pierce 
County Representatives and Cliff Allo, Parliamentarian.  Excused: Luanne Green, Treasurer and 
Charley Stokes, Pierce County Representative. 
MSC to adopt agenda. 
 
U. S. Congressman Adam Smith addressed the group about issues in the last session and took 
questions from the audience.  Smith spoke about the difficulties due to the biggest economic 
downturn in his lifetime with the stock market plummeting and the layoffs and consumer confi-
dence at an all time low.  He said that college costs, health care, gas and housing have all gone 
up and wages have gone down.  We can’t go back to the 50s and 60s, but we can get energy 
costs under control.  He talked about alternatives and had a long discussion about health care 
issues. 
 
Acting Chair Louis Tibbs explained the endorsement process and the candidates were intro-
duced.  Candidates that had submitted their paperwork and attended were: 

Julie Anderson, 
Candidate for Pierce County Auditor; Dick Marzano, Port of Tacoma Comissioner, Position #2 
and Don Meyer, Port of Tacoma Commissioner, Position #4.  Ken Blair, Bethel School District 
#1 candidate, submitted paperwork but did not attend the meeting. 
25t LDD members voted on endorsements.  Moved by Jerry Beckendorf and seconded and car-
ried to endorse Julie Anderson.  Moved by Carolyn Merrival and seconded and carried to en-
dorse Ken Blair.  Moved by Jerry Beckendorf and seconded and carried to endorse Dick Mar-
zano and Calvin Goings moved to endorse Don Meyer and that motion was seconded and car-
ried..  Discussion took place on the pros and cons of several of the candidates and Ellen Zulauf 
said it was not necessary to endorse anyone if we choose not to.  All four candidates were en-

25TH LDD 
MEETING 
CROWD 

 LISTENING TO 
REP ADAM 

SMITH DISCUSS 
IMPORTANT 

ISSUES.   



dorsed.  Thirty four members were present and involved in the voting process. 
 
Acting Chair Tibbs then passed the gavel to Cliff Allo to run the election for Chair.  Louis 
Tibbs was nominated by Jerry Beckendorf and seconded by Carolyn Merrival for the office of 
Chair There were no other nomination and it was moved to cast a unanimous ballot for Louis 
Tibbs.  Cliff Allo requested that all PCOs sign their ballots and turn them in and Michelle 
Donaldson and Ellen Zulauf checked all ballots for accuracy. Sixteen PCOs voted for Louis 
Tibbs.   
Cliff Allo then opened nominations for Secretary.  Melissa Thompson was nominated by Betty 
Ogden and motion was seconded.  A vote was taken from the members, who raised their cards, 
and Melissa Thompson was elected as Secretary. 
 
Motion made by Carolyn Merrival to donate $800 to the campaign of Julie Anderson.  Motion 
was seconded and carried. 
Motion made by Carolyn Merrival, seconded and carried, to donate $100 to Ken Blair’s cam-
paign and $200 to Dick Marzano and $200 to Don Meyer’s campaigns.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M. 
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25TH LDD CHAIR 
LOUIS TIBBS 

25TH LDD SECRETARY 
MELISSA THOMPSON 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Income from dues.........................................................................................$177.00 
 
Expense (FOCUS charges, refreshments, returned FOCUS cys,  
 from PO & postage due account w/PO...............................$405.92 
 
Starting Balance..............................................................................................$8,753.42 
 
Ending Balance...............................................................................................$8,524.60 
 
C3's and C'4 filed, checking account balanced. 
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TOP FIVE HEALTH CARE LIES—AND HOW TO FIGHT BACK 
Tell your friends: 

The health care fight has turned ugly, fast. And lies about reform are spreading via anonymous email chains. Below 
are the real facts you need to know. Also, check out this great version of the Top Five Lies, created by Bradley, a 
Texas MoveOn member. (PDF) 

Top Five Health Care Reform Lies—and How to Fight Back 

Lie #1:  President Obama wants to euthanize your grandma!!! 

The truth:  These accusations—of "death panels" and forced euthanasia—are, of course, flatly untrue. As an article 
from the Associated Press puts it: "No 'death panel' in health care bill."1 What's the real deal? Reform legislation 
includes a provision, supported by the AARP, to offer senior citizens access to a professional medical counselor 
who will provide them with information on preparing a living will and other issues facing older Americans.2  

If you'd like to read the actual section of the legislation that spawned these outrageous claims (Section 1233 of H.R. 
3200) for yourself, here it is. It's pretty boring stuff, which is why the accusations that it creates "death panels" is so 
absurd. But don't take our word for it, read it yourself.  

Lie #2:  Democrats are going to outlaw private insurance and force you into a government plan!!! 

The truth:  With reform, choices will increase, not decrease. Obama's reform plans will create a health insurance 
exchange, a one-stop shopping marketplace for affordable, high-quality insurance options.3 Included in the ex-
change is the public health insurance option—a nationwide plan with a broad network of providers—that will operate 
alongside private insurance companies, injecting competition into the market to drive quality up and costs down.4 If 
you're happy with your coverage and doctors, you can keep them.5 But the new public plan will expand choices to 
millions of businesses or individuals who choose to opt into it, including many who simply can't afford health care 
now.  

Lie #3:  President Obama wants to implement Soviet-style rationing!!!  

The truth:  Health care reform will expand access to high-quality health insurance, and give individuals, families, and 
businesses more choices for coverage. Right now, big corporations decide whether to give you coverage, what doc-
tors you get to see, and whether a particular procedure or medicine is covered—that is rationed care. And a big part 
of reform is to stop that. 
 
Health care reform will do away with some of the most nefarious aspects of this rationing: discrimination for pre-
existing conditions, insurers that cancel coverage when you get sick, gender discrimination, and lifetime and yearly 
limits on coverage.6 And outside of that, as noted above, reform will increase insurance options, not force anyone 
into a rationed situation.  

Lie #4:  Obama is secretly plotting to cut senior citizens' Medicare benefits!!!  

The truth:  Health care reform plans will not reduce Medicare benefits.7 Reform includes savings from Medicare that 
are unrelated to patient care—in fact, the savings comes from cutting billions of dollars in overpayments to insur-
ance companies and eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse.8  

Lie #5:  Obama's health care plan will bankrupt America!!!  

The truth:  We need health care reform now in order to prevent bankruptcy—to control spiraling costs that affect 
individuals, families, small businesses, and the American economy. Right now, we spend more than $2 trillion dol-
lars a year on health care.9 The average family premium is projected to rise to over $22,000 in the next decade10—
and each year, nearly a million people face bankruptcy because of medical expenses.11 Reform, with an affordable, 
high-quality public option that can spur competition, is necessary to bring down skyrocketing costs. Also, President 
Obama's reform plans would be fully paid for over 10 years and not add a penny to the deficit.12  

.S. Want more? Check out this great new White House "Reality Check" website: http://www.whitehouse.gov/
realitycheck/ or this excellent piece from Health Care for America Now on some of the most outrageous lies: http://
www.moveon.org/r?r=51729 
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Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  
by Audrey and Frank  on their radio show  
Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 
 
And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to  
http://www.liberaltopia.org.  There is a link on the right hand side of                    
 the screen that says: Frank and Audrey.  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2009?   
IF SO, THANK YOU - IF NOT, PLEASE DO! 

Use this form to recruit friends and neighbors to join you  
in helping our Democratic party. 

Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 
Phone:  (   )___________                                    
Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 
Precinct:________________                               
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 
$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 
Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


