
READ ALL ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING , WHAT DID HAPPEN,   MINUTES  
PLUS UPCOMINGS ON PAGE 2 

AND -  - - - -   PAY  YOUR 2010 DUES TODAY!  SEE PAGE 8. 
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WANT A YARD SIGN? 

SEND AN EMAIL WITH YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS TO: 
info@noriggingthesystem.com 

AND YES, THE THREE PIERCE COUNTY CHARTER AMENDMENTS , AND 
RURAL SEPARATOR (RSEP), REFERENDUM 71 AND INITIATIV E 1033 

WERE  DISCUSSED, PRO AND CON, AT THE MONTHLY 25TH L DD 
MEETING 

 ON THURSDAY NIGHT, 30 SEP! 
  (See minutes of the meeting on page 3 (with pictures of the speakers). 
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25TH DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  
OFFICIALS 

 
Senator                  
Jim Kastama 
(253) 840-4701 
 
email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 
 
Representative    
Dawn Morrell 
(253) 840-4604 
 
 
email:  

morrell.dawn@leg.wa.gov 
 
For all other elected officials:  
Legislative Hotline: 
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FOR THE LATEST INFO  
AND/OR COPIES OF THE  

FOCUS CHECK OUT THE 25TH 
LDD WEBSITE AT: 
www.25dems.org 
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2 Nov Mon E-Board meets at 7 
PM at Fire Station 66, 9813 
28th St E, Puyallup 
 
5 Nov Thu 25 LDD  meets at 
7PM at Puyallup Library. 
Speaker to be Pat McCarthy, 
Pierce County Executive 

 
14 Nov Sat DEAD-
LINE for FOCUS arti-
cles, pictures, etc. 
 

30 Nov Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66.  
 
3 Dec Thu 25 LDD meets at 
7PM at Puyallup Library.   

Speaker to be Chair, 
Pierce County Democ-
ratic Party. 
 

19 Dec  Sat DEADLINE for 
FOCUS articles, pictures, etc. 
 
 
You are invited to submit your    
meetings/events to be included 
in the Upcoming Events.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 



 
25th Legislative District Democrats 

September 30th Minutes 
By Melissa Thompson 

 
We started at 7:01 p.m.  The entire Executive Board was in attendance, but Michelle and 
Luanne were late.  We adopted the Minutes and Treasurer Report. 
 
Don Haire spoke about The Rural Separator zoning between the cities of Puyallup and Tacoma.  
The urban area has 5/8 units per acre and the rural area has 1 unit per 10 acres.  The hybrid pro-
posal will have 2 units per 5 acres.  It will have a broader housing alternatives and it enriches 
the county.  This will be presented to the Pierce County Council. 
 
Ken Paulson spoke about the Reject 1 Amendment to the County Charter.  This Amendment 
would extend county council seats and the County Executive from 2 terms of 4 years each to 3 
terms of 4 years each.  They also want the election on odd years. 
 
Kelly Houghton spoke about the Reject 2 Amendment to the County Charter.  He is with the 
Citizens against rigging the system.  This Amendment would move the election of Auditor, As-
sessor-Treasurer, and Sheriff to odd numbered years by 2015. 
 
Rich Anderson-Connolly spoke about No on 3 which would allow Ranked Choice Voting to 
stay in existence for County non-partisan offices.  He states that our county is one of the trend 
setters for establishing a new system of voting and we are doing something new.  We should 
keep Ranked Choice Voting because we’ve only had 1 opportunity and should fix the problems 
that we had and we would learn more about it when we use the system more.  He thinks it is a 
better system with less money because there would not be a primary for these races.  It would 
also provide more competitive races with more opportunities for other parties to participate. 
 
Cathy Pearsall-Stipek spoke for Yes on 3.  Ranked Choice Voting did not have the turnout that 
the Presidential ballot had.  The Presidential ballot had about 1/3 more votes than the RCV bal-
lot.  The time and money spent on educating the voters about it was more than what we’ve 
originally had.  If you think we should have a run-off for Democrats or Republicans than you 
don’t like RCV and should vote Yes to get rid of it. 
 
Dashel Schueler spoke for No on 1033 which is the Initiative Tim Eyman proposed which 
would arbitrarily put a cap on revenues on State spending.  If they earn above that limit it goes 
to reducing house prices before anything else.  It takes away local control and everybody 
county and city will have to be subject to this formula.  It will make cuts to vital basic services 
and especially to already strapped school districts. 
 
 
There was a motion to accept all the Resolutions that were presented which were Recommend 
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Approval of Referendum 71, Rejection of Initiative 1033, and the Rejection of Pierce County 
Proposition 1.  It was approved and seconded and passed. 
 
Email Luanne Green or Louis Tibbs if you are interested in the position of Assistant Treasurer.  
 
Carolyn Merrival made a motion to support Tony Aho with $100 for Puyallup City Council.  It 
was passed with 3 abstentions. 
 
Charley Stokes spoke for Kent Boyle who is running for Puyallup City Council District 3 Posi-
tion 2. 
 
Cathy Pearsall-Stipek spoke for a minute about her Port Commissioner race. 
 
Ken Blair spoke and thanked us for our support for his re-election campaign for Bethel School 
Board and he also spoke about the Community Center that is being built which is 3500 sq. ft. 
which will be across from Bethel Middle School and that he attended for contract negotiations 
for Bethel School District teachers. 
 
We ended the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  
 

25th LD Dems Legislative Action Committee meets monthly 
 

 Our Legislative Action Committee (LAC) will meet monthly at 6 pm before the regular monthly 25th LD 
Democrats meeting at the downtown Puyallup Library.  The purpose of the committee is to help promote local, 
state and national legislation by grassroots lobbying efforts.  We will continue our meetings through the end of the 
Legislative session. 

 
 If you feel you’d like to serve on the committee, just show up.  If you’d like to help us with our lobbying 

efforts including some trips to the 2010 Legislative Session in Olympia, fill out a contact sheet. 
 
 Remember, electing candidates is just ½ the effort.  Pursuing progressive legislation which benefits work-

ing families is the other ½.  Currently National Health Care Reform is on everyone’s mind.   It is important to  be 
contacting the offices of Senators Murray and Cantwell as well as your Congressman especially Dave Reichert and 
Adam Smith to tell them you support a Public Option on Health Care reform. 

 
 Jerry Beckendorf, Chair 
LAC 25th District Democrats 
(253) 229-7903 
 

 Go See “Capitalism: A Love Story” 
 

 All progressives should go see Michael Moore’s new movie “Capitalism: A Love Story”.  It may well be 
his best movie and to quote the Huffington Post:  “Michael Moore has made the most important and urgent politi-
cal film of our time.  In fact, he might have made the most American of films since the popular cinema of Frank 
Capra.  It is showing at the Grand Cinema and the Regal Lakewood Stadium 15. 
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Your AARP (Oct 09 Issue Vol 50 No 8)   bulletin.aarp.org/states= Washington News 
 

I-1033: A CLOSER LOOK 
By Neal Thompson 

 
The bold print of a November ballot measure sounds appealing: 
 
Lower the tax burden on Washington residents by limiting government spending.  
 
  But foes of Initiative 1033 are urging voters to read the fine print because they believe the consequences 
would be dire and long-term.   
  Chief sponsor Tim Eyman describes I-1033 as a way to lower property taxes.  If approved by voters on 
Nov. 3, it would place a cap on the amount of revenue from taxes and fees that state, county and city gov-
ernments could collect into their general funds.  The cap would be set at 2009 levels, and unless voters 
specifically approved new spending, the cap would increase only to reflect inflation and population 
growth.  Any revenue above the cap would be used to reduce property taxes.  
  Critics liken the initiative to placing a salary cap on government at the worst possible time, because the 
recession would lock in spending at a dangerously low level.  They point to a state study that said I-1033 
could cut $5.9 billion from education, social, health and environmental programs by 2015.   
  More than 70 groups launched a campaign called Vote No on 1033 (www.no1033.com).  The alliance 
includes AARP, the Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce, Microsoft and the Washington State Hospi-
tal Association. 
  "It's a false promise that Washington residents will get the same level of services for less money, " said 
Doug Shadel, AARP Washington state director, "Lower property taxes would come at the expense of 
severe cuts in health care, education and public safety." 
  Gov. Christine Gregoire, is on the list of critics, arguing that revenue is already at a low point due to the 
deep cuts needed to close a $9 billion budget gap earlier this year.  
  "This would do serious damage, " said Remy Trupin, executive director of the nonpartisan, nonprofit 
Washington State Budget & Policy Center.  "We would be unable to meet all the needs we have in the 
state."  Trupin said the initiative allows no leeway to cover unexpected costs such as natural disasters and 
federal mandates.  It could prevent the state, cities and counties from recovering from economic down-
turns like the current one.  The Budget & Policy Center estimates that state revenue will grow by $1 bil-
lion in 2011, but under I-1033 less than half of that revenue could be spent on public services.  The rest 
would go toward property tax reductions, which could cause future budget deficits.  "We'd just be locking 
ourselves into this permanently recessionary budget, and it'd make it very hard for us to move forward 
and remain economically competitive," Trupin said.  
  Eyman dismisses the doomsday predictions as absurd, saying the initiative is intended to control how 
much revenue government collects, not how much it spends.   
  I-1033 is similar to efforts in other states, nicknamed TABOR, a smaller-government concept known as 
"taxpayer bill of rights."  Colorado voters approved a TABOR initiative in 1992, but the results were so 
disastrous it was put on hold three years ago.  Studies found that TABOR set Colorado back on measures 
such as job growth, prenatal care and education, in some categories falling to last among the 50 states. 
  Opponents of I-1033 also point to California's recent experience with its budget crisis.  A series of 
voter-approved initiatives over the years has forced spending restrictions that have contributed to a $26 
billion deficit. 
  The text of I-1033 is at www.secstate.wa.gov/elections/initiatives/text/i1033.pdf. 
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Dan started off the evening by explaning what Rural Separator was and why 
you should vote for it.  He answersed questions about the size of properties, 
actual boundaries of changes and otehrs.  He said this would allow most 
owners to retain theri status as country living but still allow others to build a 
home and have a little more property than the crowded housing develop-
ments.   
 
 

DAN HAIRE 

 
Ken spoke against Amendment 1 which would move the election of some 
Pierce County members to odd and some to even numbers years thus keep-
ing continuity on the board.  The second part of the Amendment 1 would 
change the term limits  of board members from four to twelve years.   
(www.piercecountytermlimits.org) 
 
 

KEN PAULSON 

 
Rich spoke against Amendment 3 which would eliminate Instant Runoff 
voting (or as some know it - Ranked Choice Voting) and restore the pri-
mary and general election system which is in accordance with the State 
general election law. 
(www.noriggingthesystem.com) 
Later Cathy Parsall-Stipek spoke for the Amendment 3 saying it would  
give the people more choices and better representation. 
 

RICH ANDERSON-CONNOLLY   

  
 
Dashel spoke on voting no on Initiative 1033 which lowers the prop-
erty taxes back to the level of 2009 which the state can collect unless 
the voters specifically approve new spending. 
(www.voteno1033.com) 
 
(See AARP article on page 7) 
 
 

DASHEL SCHUELER 
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Highlights of the Democratic State Central Committee meeting 
by Jerry Beckendorf & Ellen Zulauf, State Committee persons 

 
The latest Washington State Democratic Central Committee (WSDCC) was held in Walla Walla 
on Sept. 25 and 26.  Ellen served on the Resolutions Committee and worked on numerous  reso-
lutions:   
 
Jerry is currently on the Technology committee but will be changing committees for the next 
meeting.  He also attended the Labor Caucus where the Dime PAC was discussed.  This PAC 
called “Not a Dime More” is designed for past labor supported candidates who have drifted 
away from strong labor support.    
 
Jerry also attended a workshop on Organizing for America (OFA) which is an extension of 
Obama for America (OFA) and is part of the DNC.  This group is targeting new and younger 
voters who participated in electing President Obama in 2008 and have made thousands of con-
tacts in support of the President’s Agenda. 
 
The State Committee was able to raise $50,000 in the past couple months and each $1000 donor 
was rewarded with a bottle of Walla Walla wine and was eligible for a drawing for a case of 
wine.   The state also appropriated $710 for the support of Referendum 71.   The new Delegate 
Selection and Affirmative Action Plan was approved as amended.  
 
The 2010 State Democratic Convention will be held in Vancouver on June 25 and 26.  The 
Rules for Selection of Candidates/Nominees for Public Office was also approved.  The State 
Central Committee will nominate House and Senate Seats in the 2010 election.   
 
Dave McDonald was reappointed to the DNC Rules and By-Laws committee.  DNC Chair and 
Virginia Governor Tim Kane will be full time Chair when his term for governor is over.  Ed 
Cote was also reappointed to the DNC Board and WSDCC Executive Director is President of 
the Executive Directors of the State Parties.  Sharon Mast reported there is a new Task Force to 
Review the future of Caucuses and Primaries.   
 
Fortunately, the recommendation of the Resolutions Committee was quickly approved as the 
hour was growing late and there was nearly a five hour drive ahead of us on Saturday night.  For 
more details, contact either Ellen or Jerry. 
 
One can never consent to creep when one feels an impulse to soar.     Helen Keller 
 
The best way to make your dreams come true - is to wake up! 
 
The dictionary is the only place where success comes before work.  Hard work is the price we 
pay for success.  You can accomplish anything if you're will to pay the price.  
                                                        Vince Lombardi 



Pay your dues for 2010 NOW –Gain Full Year 
Through December, 2010 

 
 

 The Executive Board of the 25th Legislative District Democrats have voted to encour-
age members to renew their dues for 2010 now (October 1, 2009)—those dues will be in effect 
through December 31, 2010.   
 Many members are never sure when they have paid their dues.  Every year we always 
have a lot of questions about when dues are due, how much (for what category), and what the 
period is that the dues cover.  The Board thought that this new policy would be helpful to eve-
ryone. 
 Our dues help us to maintain contact with membership through our newsletter and also 
to help notify members of important issues that are of interest.   It’s very important that we 
keep in contact with one another in this exciting time when health care issues are being de-
cided, economic news is changing daily, and elections are coming up. 
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AND WHO IS THE GEN-
TLEMAN WITH THE NEW 
MUSTACHE TALKING TO 

CLIFF ALLO? 
SENATOR JIM KASTAMA 

CATHY PARSELL-
STIPEK 

KEN BLAIR 

I am not where I want to be but thank God  
 
I am not where I used to be.   
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25TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

September 30, 2009 
 

Period Reported:  September 3 - 30, 2009 
 
Bank Balance Club Account (Closed April 1, 2008)      0.00 
 
Beginning Balance July 31, 2009    $        7,389.66 
 
Expenses: 
 
Charley Stokes - Copies     10.63 
 
Louis Tibbs - Copies & Envelopes    19.70 
 
Ray Green - Mail PCO Packet      4.95 
 
Total Expenses:            ($  35.28) 
 
Income: 
 
Dues & Donations    $70.00      70.00 
 
Balance as of September 30, 2009          $ 7, 415.38 
 
Checking A/C Balanced, C-3's filed, C-4 report due 10/13/2009 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 

25th LDD Searching for Assistant Treasurer       
 

 Chair Louis Tibbs announced that we are looking for an Assistant Treas-
urer for our organization.  The position has been open since our past Treasurer resigned and the 
then Assistant was elected to that position.   This would be an appointive position. 
 
 The individual would need to have good computer skills, some background in checking 
and banking procedures,  and own a computer.   Duties would be:  a back-up  for monitoring our 
25th LDD mail box at South Hill Post Office, banking funds, making PDC (Public Disclosure 
Reports) and other fiscal duties , if needed, in the absence of the Treasurer. 
�
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Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  
by Audrey and Frank  on their radio show  
Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 
 
And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to  
http://www.liberaltopia.org.  There is a link on the right hand side of                    
 the screen that says: Frank and Audrey.  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2010 MEMBERSHIP DUES ?   
IF SO, THANK YOU - IF NOT SEE PAGE 8! 

Use this form to recruit friends and neighbors to join you  
in helping our Democratic party. 

Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 
Phone:  (   )___________                                    
Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 
Precinct:________________                               
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 
$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 
Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


