
READ ALL ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING , WHAT DID HAPPEN,   MINUTES  
AND UPCOMINGS 

AND -  - - - -   PAY  YOUR 2009 DUES TODAY! 
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CRAIG SALINS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

OF  
WASHINGTON PUBLIC CAMPAIGNS 
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25TH DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  
OFFICIALS 

 
Senator                  
Jim Kastama 
(253) 840-4701 
 
email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 
 
Representative    
Dawn Morrell 
(253) 840-4604 
 
 
email:  

morrell.dawn@leg.wa.gov 
 
For all other elected officials:  
Legislative Hotline: 
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FOR THE LATEST INFO  
AND/OR COPIES OF THE  

FOCUS CHECK OUT THE 25TH 
LDD WEBSITE AT: 
www.25dems.org 
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3 Aug Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66. 9813 
28th St, E., Puyallup 
 
6 Aug Thu 25 LDD  meets at 
7PM at Puyallup Library. 
Speaker Cong Adam Smith 

 
15 Aug Sat DEAD-
LINE for FOCUS arti-
cles, pictures, etc. 
 

 
 
7 Sep Mon E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66.  
 
10 Sep Thu 25 LDD meets at 
7PM at Puyallup Library.  
Agenda headlines a  Public 
Health Forum 
 

19 Sep Sat DEADLINE 
for FOCUS articles, 
pictures, etc. 
 
 

You are invited to submit your    
meetings/events 
to be included 
in the Upcom-
ing Events.  
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ACTING CHAIR SPEAKS 
          By Louis Tibbs 
 
Let me share with you what I have "in the works". Most of this has been 
finalized. I'm still  finishing up on some loose ends with some of the 
Sept. panelists.  
 
At the August 6 meeting of the 25th LDD, we will hold a special election 
for Chair and Secretary.  Also at this important meeting, we will have 
speaker Congressman Adam Smith, and our Candidate Endorsement Forum for those candi-
dates involved in the general election.  We have several candidates scheduled to speak and take 
questions.   
The August 6th meeting is a very important one and a time to get an update from Congressman 
Smith, plus vote on important issues regarding the 25th LDD.  Please plan to attend! 
 
The 25th LDD meeting on September 10 will consist of a Public Health Forum entitled 
“Achieving Health Care for All”.  This should be a “timely and thought-provoking discussion 
of issues and visions in providing quality, affordable health care for all,” said Acting Chair 
Louis Tibbs.  The forum will include panel presentations, discussions and a question and an-
swer period.  Tibbs added, “The objectives are to educate, advocate and take action.”   
A pre-event reception will start at 6:30 p.m. and the forum will begin at 7p.m. with a very brief 
business meeting.  The panelists will include State Representative Dawn Morrell (still to be 
confirmed).  Confirmed panelists include Executive Secretary of the Pierce County Labor 
Council Patty Rose and Martha Koester, a retired chemist and current full time activist on 
health care issues.  Koester is a board member of “Health Care for All – Washington” and a 
member of “Physicians for a National Health Plan.”  She has a bachelor’s degree in mathemat-
ics and a doctorate in biochemistry.  Also on the panel is Craig Salins, Executive Director of 
Washington Public Campaigns. 
The September 30 meeting, which is our October meeting, will feature Dwight Pelz, Chair of 
the Washington State Democrats, as our guest speaker.  There will be a time for questions and 
answers after his presentation. 
Thursday, November 5 at the regular 25th LDD meeting, Pat McCarthy, Pierce County Execu-
tive will be our guest speaker.  Keri Rooney, Executive Director of External Affairs will also 
be attending.  Thanks go to 25th LDD Membership Chair Michelle Donaldson for arranging 
this speaking engagement. 
 
  I'm looking forward to an exciting year ahead for the 25th LD Democrats. I expect to see 
membership growth; involvement in our community; revitalized PCOs; and setting the stage 
for electing democrats to office!!     

                                                                             THOUGHTS 
Your chances of success in any undertaking can always be measured by your belief in yourself! 
 
You have to expect things of yourself before you can do them! 
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, MICHELLE DONALDSON 
25th LDD MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

by Joan Cronk 
 

Michelle works full time at the Pacific Northwest Iron Workers office five 
days a week, has three little kids at home and still finds time to give time 
and energy to the 25th LDD as our Membership Chair. 
As if being mother to a nine year old son and nearly four year old twin 
girls weren’t enough, Michelle hosts a huge family dinner for her ex-
tended family nearly every Sunday.  Michelle holds her family in high 
regard. “My mom is probably my best friend,” said Michelle, who likes to 
write in her spare time and, of course, donates a lot of time to political is-
sues. 
 

Michelle and husband Edwin own a home complete with an outdoor swimming pool, so it 
comes as no surprise that her home is the neighborhood gathering place for all the kids.  “I like 
having the neighborhood house,” said Michelle, “because I know what all the kids are doing!” 

WHAT'S IT GONNA TAKE TO GET REAL HEALTH CARE REFORM ?? 
 

Enact PUBLIC  funding of campaigns! 
 (That is, the FAIR ELECTIONS NOW ACT in Congress.) 

 
Change the SOURCE of campaign cash -- it will change the country!  Join the movement: 

 Washington Public Campaigns - www.WashClean.org 
 

Get insurance industry OUT of the debate. 
Get Wall Street $$$ out of campaigns and lobbying! 

 
Make health care about people..........NOT private profit. 

 
Consider health industry "investment" in Congress 

 
     LOBBYING              CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS

 Insurance (2008)  $153 million    $46 million 
 Pharmaceuticals  $152 million    $15 million 

 
Wall Street wants only "reform" that delivers more profit.  

.............and that is incompatible with REAL health care reform.  
 

Raise your voice -----and tell our lawmakers: 
 "Listen to the VOTERS.....not the lobbyists! 

Much more information:  Washington Public Campaigns (206) 784-2522 



25TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

June 30, 2009 
 
 

Period Reported:  June 1 – June 20, 2009 
Bank Balance Club Account: (Closed April 1, 2008)            0.00                   
 
Beginning Balance June 1, 2009    $               8,896.62 
 
Expenses: 
Puyallup Library – AV Deposit                               75.00                     
Ken Peach – Focus            64.90    
Seattle Webcrafters – Domain           18.00 
US Postmaster – Return Postage Focus                 15.30                    
Total Expenses:            (   173.20)  
 
Income 
 Dues & Donations     $   30.00              30.00
                
 
Balance as of June 30, 2009                                                        $ 8,753.42 
Checking A/C Balanced, C-3’s filed, C-4 report* 
        *PDC Filing next due for period:  6/1 – 7/28/2009 
 
Since this is now officially primary election reporting time the C-4's aren't going to be filed for 
June 1 - July 28th until that date.  We've experienced a jump in fees to the Post Office because 
of returned FOCUS copies.  At the Postmaster's suggestion an Postage Dues Account has been 
created for the 25th LDD--it facilitates fees being deducted from the $25.00 until exhausted and 
can be renewed.  Otherwise, one has to wait for the notices, then they have to dig the returns out 
of their drawers and it can be a real time-waster.  This way the returned copies/notices with for-
warding addresses can be deposited in our PO Box in a more timely manner.  We are working 
hard to get our addresses updated (since June 13th we've paid out $36.65 in postage due fees--
add the account $25.00 to that and one can see how important it is that we get out mailing lists 
corrected).  
  
Our bank balance to date (July 17, 2009) is $8,782.62. 
  
Luanne 
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MINUTES OF 25TH LDD 
July 2, 2009 

By Acting Secretary Michele Donaldson 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:07pm. 
Flag salute. 
Roll call of officers: Louis Tibbs, Acting Chair and Vice Chair.  Michelle Donaldson, Member-
ship.  Luanne Green, Treasurer.  Charlie Stokes, Pierce County Representative.  Ellen Zulauf, 
State Committeewoman.  Jerry Beckendorf, State Committeeman.  Eric Renz, Sergeant at Arms.  
Excused: Melissa Thompson, Carolyn Merrival, Cliff Allo. 
MSC to adopt agenda. 
MSC to adopt By Law changes. 
MSC resolution of Fair Elections. 
 
Eric Renz reported on Meeker Days, June 19-21, 2009 – The 25th LD booth was open for a total 
of 28 hours.  We had 18 volunteers and registered 3 voters.  47 buttons were sold which netted 
$47 to the Organization. 
 
Acting Chair Tibbs reviewed the Endorsement Committee work and explained the endorsement 
procedure. 

 
 
Tony Aho (Puyallup City Council, District 1, Position 2) spoke of 
his background in Puyallup and why he is running for City Council.  
He supports the Daffodil Festival, Farmer’s Markets, walkable 
communities, economic development and various other financial 
and economic issues in Puyallup.  He does not support spending the 
rainy day fund for roads. 
 
 
 

Rick Hanson and Chris Taylor (both City Council candidates) were not present. 
 
Nicolla Tebao (Puyallup City Council, District 3, Position 2) spoke on why she is running for 
City Council.  She is running to exercise what democracy should entail; timely and effective 
communication, uphold democratic principles, participate in the process of economic develop-
ment, speaking on behalf of constituents and voters. 
 
Connie Bacon (Port of Tacoma, Commissioner 1) is seeking her 4th term as Commissioner.  She 
gave information on what Port Commissioners do; make sure port is sustainable, retain and in-
crease profits and prudent fiscal policy. 
 
Bill Casper (Port Commissioner candidate) was not present. 

TONY AHO 



Candidates all left the room while endorsement vote took place.  Charlie Stokes pointed out 
that candidates not present can still be endorsed as long as they turned in their paperwork to 
the Endorsement Committee.  Betty Ogden, Chair of the Endorsement Committee, spoke of 
behalf of the committee.  The committee does not recommend endorsing any City Counil can-
didate until after the primary.  The committee does recommend the endorsement of Connie 
Bacon for Port Commissioner. 
Jerry Beckendorf moved to endorse Connie Bacon, Ellen Zulauf seconded the motion.  22 
voted in favor of endorsement, 0 opposed, 0 abstained.  Motion carried.  Connie Bacon is en-
dorsed by the 25th LD. 
Dixie Gatcho moved to endorse Tony Aho, Betty Ogden seconded the motion.  16 voted in 
favor, 0 opposed, 4 abstained.  Motion carried.  Tony Aho is endorsed by the 25th LD. 
Charlie Stokes moved to close the endorsement process.  Question posed: can candidates who 
weren’t endorsed ask to be endorsed again? Answer by Acting Chair Tibbs; yes, as long as 
they get through the primary and resubmit a candidate questionnaire.  Motion was seconded 
and carried.   
 
Guest Speaker Craig Salins, Executive Director of Washington Public Campaigns, spoke on 
working on several levels with federal and local public financing.  Health care reform has be-
come a public funding issue.  Clean Elections brought about by citizens in 7 states.  Washing-
ton State will probably require a state initiative to pass it.  It would be funded through state 
appropriations.  The concept needs to get through to the public before funding options are pre-
sented.  Public funding is optional for each candidate.  In Washington State public funding was 
introduced for the Supreme Court races.  It did not pass.  Next time legislation is attempted it 
will include all legislative campaigns and major state offices.  It is not expected to pass but to 
be used to vet the bill. 
 
Good of the order: 
Pierce County Representative Charlie Stokes called on PCOs to participate at the July 9, 2009 
meeting to select 3 candidates for Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney.   
State Committeeman Jerry Beckendorf reminded that Julie Anderson is running for Pierce 
County Auditor.  Senator’s Club breakfast is upcoming.  Visited both US Senators and Adam 
Smith, Murray behind us on public option, Cantwell and Smith seem to be leaning.  Adam 
Smith moved offices.  Call him at (253) 593-6604 to ask him to get behind public option for 
health care reform.  HR 2454 was voted on last week.  Reichert supported it.  Call him at 1-
877-920-9208 to thank him.  July 26, 2009 is the Labor Council’s Solidarity game at Cheney 
Stadium.  September 20, 2009 is the Jerry Beckendorf Scholarship bowling tournament. 
Louis Tibbs announced that the 27th LD needs volunteers for the Freedom Fair Booth.  Call 
Rueben at (206) 396-0808 if you can help. 
Ray Green reminded PCOs to vote at Pierce County meeting.  County will endorse only one 
person in RCV. 
 
On August 6, 2009 general election candidates will speak and a special election for Chair and 
Secretary will be held. 
Adjourned at 8:35pm. 

25th LDD Newsletter                        Page 8                                         Aug Issue 



25th LDD Newsletter                        Page 9                                         Aug Issue 

 

America’s Affordable Health Choices Act 
By Kittredge, Betsy Miller  on July 14, 2009 3:00 PM  
 
The Chairmen of the three Committees with jurisdiction over health policy in the U.S. House of 
Representatives introduced comprehensive health care reform legislation on July 14 that will 
reduce out-of-control costs, encourage competition among insurance plans to improve choices 
for patients, and expand access to quality, affordable health care for all Americans. 
 
The America’s Affordable Health Choices Act  is consistent with President Obama’s overall 
goals of building on what works within the current health care system by strengthening em-
ployer-provided care, while fixing what is broken. The bill will ensure that 97 percent of Ameri-
cans will be covered by a health care plan that is both affordable and offers quality, standard 
benefits by 2019.  
 
The House Committees on Education and Labor, Ways and Means, and Energy and Com-
merce have been working together in an unprecedented way as one committee to develop the 
proposal for health care reform. 
 
The key principles of legislation include, among other things:  

�  Increasing choice and competition.  
�  Giving Americans peace of mind.   
�  Improving quality of care for every American.  
�  Ensuring shared responsibility.  
�  Protecting consumers and reducing waste, fraud and abuse. 

Visit http://edlabor.house.gov/blog/2009/07/americas-affordable-health-choices-act.shtml for 
more updates and links to questions and concerns regarding the bill. 

Also please contact your Congressman and two U.S. Senators to push for the HR 3200 or 
some version of Health Care Reform which includes a Public Option.  

You might also include a positive vote for Sonia Sotomayor as our next Supreme Court Jus-
tice and tell your friends also call and ignore the vicious attack ads the Republican spin ma-
chine is airing.   

Forwarded by Jerry Beckendorf, Chair, 25th LD Democrats Legislative Action Committee 

 

 
Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see -- 

                              Mark Twain 
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Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  
by Audrey and Frank  on their radio show  
Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 
 
And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to  
http://www.liberaltopia.org.  There is a link on the right hand side of                    
 the screen that says: Frank and Audrey.  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2009?   
IF SO, THANK YOU - IF NOT, PLEASE DO! 

Use this form to recruit friends and neighbors to join you  
in helping our Democratic party. 

Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 
Phone:  (   )___________                                    
Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 
Precinct:________________                               
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 
$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 
Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


