
READ ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING ,   AND OTHER NOTES 
PLUS UPCOMINGS (PAGE 2) 

AND -  - - - -   PAY  YOUR DUES TODAY!   
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NOTABLE ATTENDEES AT THE 2010 DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION  
LEFT TO RIGHT:  CONGRESSMAN NORM DICKS, JERRY BECKE N-

DORF, MERV SWANSON AND LUANNE GREEN.  NORM, JERRY 
AND MERV ALL TURNED 70 THIS YEAR. 
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25TH DISTRICT 
DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  
OFFICIALS 

 
Senator                  
Jim Kastama 
(253) 840-4701 
 
email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 
 
Representative    
Dawn Morrell 
(253) 840-4604 
 
 
email:  

morrell.dawn@leg.wa.gov 
 
For all other elected officials:  
Legislative Hotline: 
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FOR THE LATEST INFO  
AND/OR COPIES OF THE  

FOCUS CHECK OUT THE 25TH 
LDD WEBSITE 

AT:::www.25dems.org 
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 2 Aug Mon E-Board will NOT 
have a meeting this month until 
30 Aug 
 
5 Aug Thu 25th LDD meets 
back at the Puyallup Library.  
Bring a friend.   

 
14 Aug  Sat DEAD-
LINE for FOCUS arti-
cles, pictures, etc. 
 

 
30 Aug Mon  E-Board meets at 
7PM at Fire Station 66. 9813 
28th St E., Puyallup. 
 
2 Sep Thu 25 LDD Meets at 
Puyallup Library.   

 
18 Sep Sat DEADLINE 
for FOCUS articles, pic-
tures, etc. 
 

You are invited to submit your    
meetings/events to be included 
in the Upcoming Events.  
 
  
 

 
 

PIERCE COUNTY E-BOARD 
REPS: 
 
Pos 2:  Carolyn Merrival 
Tel:  (253) 845-3195 
Email:lakotalegends@comcast.net 
 
Pos 3:  Melissa Thompson 
Tel:  (253) 970-7339 
Email:  MelissaThomp-
son@yahoo.com 



25th LDD Newsletter                         Page 3                                Aug Issue 

From the Chair ����
 

Involvement is the life blood of any organization. This statement is true of the 25th Leg-
islative District Democrats. There are many levels of involvement available to anyone belong-
ing to a group. Obviously the most basic step is attendance at the monthly meetings. Your pres-
ence not only provides you with information from our guest speakers, but enables you to be 
aware of other opportunities for involvement. By being an informed member, you are more ef-
fective in reaching our goal of electing Democrats. This leads to seeing policies being estab-
lished that you believe in. An additional by-product of attending meetings is networking with 
others who share our core values.  

The second step beyond attendance at meetings is volunteering for specific activities 
that help elect Democrats. Let me share two examples. Eric Renz volunteered to organize our 
Meeker Day Booth. He did an outstanding job! Many of you volunteered to “work” our booth 
for a specific time window. Eric also volunteered to be in charge of our Puyallup Fair Democ-
rat Booth. He is now looking for volunteers to work specific days and times.  
 A third step of involvement would be to step into positions of leadership within the or-
ganization. Don’t let the word “leadership” scare you! Leadership does take commitment but 
doesn’t expect perfection. This coming December we will have our Reorganization Meeting. 
Our Executive Board has twelve positions. There will be several positions to fill. Be thinking 
about how your involvement can make a difference in our organization. Remember that for the 
25th Legislative District Democrats to remain healthy & continue to grow, your involvement is 
necessary!  

         ������
�

TOP TWO PRIMARY--NOT D OR R  
by Ray Green 

  
Are you confused about the upcoming primary election?  Last May our PCOs were instructed 
to meet and nominate our district legislative candidates.  Only those nominated were to be al-
lowed to use the "D" on the primary ballot.  Now candidates are using "Prefers Democrat" or 
"Prefers Republican" and in Dawn Morrell’s race we see two candidates, Dawn Morrell and 
Ron Morehouse, listing "Prefers Democrat".  What happened to only one "D" on the ballot? 
(Incidentally, Morehouse ran as a Republican in 2008.) 
  
Shortly after May Caucuses Secretary of State Sam Reed nullified the above plan and declared 
the election to be a top two primary. Therefore, in the race for Pierce County Council, District 
1, there are only three candidates and all three "Prefer Democrats", so the top two will advance 
to the general election rather than only one D. In that race the 25th LDD members endorsed Pat 
McElligott. 
 
 
We were told that Al Gray had recently had a triple by-pass but now is recovering well  He at-
tended the Dawn Morrell Ice Cream social and fundraiser and said he was feeling just fine.   
The 25th LDD members wish  Al, a fellow member, a speedy and healthy recovery.   
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By Joan Cronk 
 

 
 
 

At the July meeting of the 25th LDD, the following candidates were endorsed and donations 
made to their campaign: 
State Representative Dawn Morrell, $1,000; Candidate for State Rep. John Thompson, $1,000; 
Candidate for County Council Pos 1, Pat McElligott , $800.00; Candidate for County Council 
Pos 5, Rick Talbert, $ 800.00; Stan Rumbaugh, Supreme Court Justice Pos 1, $100.00; Charlie 
Wiggins Supreme Court Justice Pos 6, $100.00;  Claire Sussman, candidate for District Court 
Judge Pos 2, $100. 
The endorsement meeting was run by Chair Lou Tibbs in an efficient manner and finished up 
right on time, leaving a few moments at the end for socializing with the candidates. 
 
August 5 meeting speaker: Organizing for America State Director, Dustin Lambro.  Meeting at 
Puyallup Library 
 
A huge thank you goes out to Eric Renz, who volunteered to run the Meeker Days Booth in 
June.  Eric was able to get volunteers to man the booth, he set it up and took care of the entire 
operation.  Now Eric as volunteered to run the Democrat’s booth at the Puyallup Fair.  He needs 
volunteers!  Please sign up as soon as possible so that Democrats can be visible at the Puyallup 
Fair.  We have a great location for the booth this year in the grandstand area. 
Contact Eric at (253) 302-1698 or e mail him at ijcrenz@aol.com. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
��
 

PHOTO FROM MEEKER DAYS WITH ERIC LENZ (IN 
THE FANCY HAT), ELLEN ZULAUF AND DIXIE 
GATCHEL AS THEY ARE MANNING THE BOOTH! 
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SIGN UP NOW FOR A TIME SLOT AT THE PUYALLUP FAIR 
 
The 25th LDD, along with the Washington Democrats, Pierce County Democrats and King 
County Democrats, will be staffing a booth at the Western Washington Fair during its Septem-
ber 10-26 2010 run. 
Eric Renz, of our 25th LDD, has generously offered to undertake the huge job of staffing and 
running the booth, but he can’t do it alone. 
The other groups, along with the 25th LDD, will be paying shares and so no one will have a 
great financial responsibility for the booth, which this year is located in a terrific area, right un-
der the Grandstand in the marketplace, near the scone counter.  The location is prime and Eric 
says we will be able to reach a large number of voters. 
Candidates are being asked to pay to display their material on a daily basis.  They can do that 
for one day, or for the entire three weeks. 
Volunteers will be asked to take a three hour shift and will be given a free pass to get into the 
fair.  So after that three hour shift has been served, they can spend the entire rest of the day and 
evening wandering, eating and taking it all in. 
To volunteer call Eric Renz at (253) 302 1698 or e-mail him at ijcrenz@aol.com 
 

 

OUR CHAIR, LOUIS TIBBS WITH 
FELLOW 25TH LDD MEMBERS 

RESTING UP AFTER A MORNING OF 
DOORBELLING.   

RANDY ROBBINS, BUSINESS 
MANAGER/SECRETARY 

TREASURER OF THE BOILER-
MAKERS WITH JERRY 

BECKENDORF 
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2010 Washington State Democratic Convention June 25 and 26 in Vancouver, WA 

 
Nine members of the 25th LD Democrats attended the 2010 Democratic Convention held in Vancouver, 
WA.  Delegates were:  Jerry Beckendorf, Luanne Green, Eric Herde, Jr. and Sr., Eric Renz, Merv Swan-
son, John and Melissa Thompson and Pat Toy.  Harold Gray and Betty Ogden were planning to attend 
until Harold had some health issues.  We are glad Harold is improving as we speak.   
 
Jerry was a member of the Rules Committee and Melissa was a member of the Credentials Committee 
which met for a final time early Friday afternoon.  On Friday there were also two Campaign Trainings 
and Party Building Forums which were very informative.   Caucus meetings were held before the Gala 
Reception and Banquet on Friday night.  Caucuses include African American, Jewish, Asian Pacific 
American, Hispanic Latino, Native American, Disabilities Issues, Labor , Progressive, Agricultural and 
Rural, Stonewall and Veterans and Military Families.  I attended the Labor Caucus which is always very 
well attended 
 
At the dinner, Oregon U.S. Senator Ron Wyden introduced Senator Patty Murray who spoke at the ban-
quet and the convention.  It was an excellent meal served at the headquarters hotel which was the Van-
couver Hilton. 
 
At the Convention Breakfast held at the Clark County Events Center in Ridgefield, several of us joined 
Congressman Norm Dicks and his staff.  Jerry, Merv and Norm all turn 70 this year.  Jerry’s birthday 
was June 12, Merv and Norm’s birthdays are in July and December respectively.  All the Democratic 
members of Congress spoke at the breakfast with the exception of Adam Smith who couldn’t make the 
meeting.  Rep. Brian Baird is retiring this year to spend more time with his young family amd gave a 
particularly emotional speech about the 1993 tax increase vote.   
 
At the convention itself which started at 9 am, all the members of Congress spoke again.  Democratic 
National Committee Chair, Tim Kaine gave a exciting speech about the state of our party.  Patty Murray 
was introduced by the young man present with Obama when the Health Care bill was signed.    In addi-
tion, candidates for CD 3,4,5 and 8, Denny Heck, Jay Clough, Clyde Cordero and Suzan DelBene also 
spoke.  Jerry was appointed by Washington State Democratic Chair, Dwight Pelz, to be the official 
Convention timekeeper.  Rep. Brian Baird was the temporary Chair and State Senator Craig Predmore 
was elected Permanent Chair.  
 
At the Clark County Convention Center there were many information booths for candidates, issues, ini-
tiatives and constituency groups. The facility also featured a coffee and snack bar for those who needed 
snacks.  As a concession to soccer fans, Dwight allowed the viewing of the World Cup game featuring 
the U.S. team during the lunch hour.   
 
Many Resolutions were debated and voted on and Eric Herde Jr. spoke several times on several issues.   
Organized Labor played a prominent role by having 13 of the 14 sponsors for the convention.  More 
information on the convention can be obtained by visiting www.wa-democrats.org  The Convention 
concluded around 5 pm on Saturday afternoon.   
 
Jerry Beckendorf,  
State Committeeman 
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25TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT  
FINANCIAL REPORT 

July 15, 2010 
By Luanne Green, Treasurer 

 
Period reported: June 1 – 30, 2010 
 
Beginning Balance:         $11,135.21 
            
Expenses 
Joan Cronk  - Refreshments          $        10.98 
Puyallup  Elks – Replace lost #692                              45.90 
Puyallup  Elks – Replace lost #693                   56.46 
Puyallup Library – Revolving Mtg. Check             25.00 
Puyallup Library – Revolving AV Check                         75.00 
Chad Lupkes – Renewal Website Chg.                          18.00 
Ray Green (Inv. Xerox Toner 9204926832 Staples)     277.61 
US Postmaster – stamps (Focus mailing)                 44.00 
W.W. Puyallup Fair ( 1st Installment Booth)                1,650.00 
Eric Renz –Reimb. Meeker Day Exp. Booth                    53.51 
  
Total Expenses:            (  $2,256.46)   
 
Income: 
  
Dues                                                                                                                  30.00 
             
 
Balance as of June 30, 2010                                                                                    $ 8,908.75 
 
Checking A/C Balanced, C-3’s filed, Next C-4 due 7/27/2010 
 
                                           .  
Report from Luanne Green, Treasurer 
 
We have now paid the full WW Fair booth rental (last payment made July 1st.)  All candidate 
checks were mailed the day after our July endorsement meeting. 
A check for $300 was received from the 27th LDD, and I will try to get a thank you letter made 
out and sent.  The check was received and banked on July 7th, and the check was dated June 3rd. 
No further funds slated for the WW Fair have been received. 

 
 

DO NOT FORGET TO REMEMBER TO JOIN THE MONTHLY 25TH 
LDD MEETING AT THE PUYALLUP LIBRARY AND ALSO ENJOY 

COFFEE AND SWEETS! 



     25th Legislative District 
     Democratic                   
 (LDD) 
     PO Box 73594 
     Puyallup, WA 98373 

Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  
by Audrey and Frank  on their radio show  
Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 
 
And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to  
http://www.liberaltopia.org.  There is a link on the right hand side of                    
 the screen that says: Frank and Audrey.  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES ?   
IF SO, THANK YOU - IF NOT Use this form to recruit friends and 

neighbors to join you in helping our Democratic party. 
Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 
Phone:  (   )___________                                    
Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 
Precinct:________________                               
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 
$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 
Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


