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25TH LEGISLATIVE  

DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC                

(LDD) OFFICERS 

Chair:  Ed Herde 

Tel: (253) 531-9067 

Email:  eherde@earthlink.net 

 

Vice Chair:  Luanne Green 

Tel:  (253) 848-0289 

Email: luannegreen9@msn.com 

 

Treasurer: Harold (Al) Gray 

Tel:  (253)  539-8352 

Email:  

 halgray@rainierconnect.com 

 

Asst’t Treasurer  

      Luanne Green 

Tel:  (253)  848-0289 

Email: luannegreen9@msn.com  

 

Secretary: Bryan Yambe  Tel:  

(206) 383-7499 

email: bryanyambe@gmail.com 

  

Parliamentarian & Webster:  

Cliff Allo 

Tel:  (253)  208-8167 

Email: pco@cliffallo.us 

 

Sergeant-At-Arm:  Eric Renz 

Tel: (253) 302-1698 

Email: ijcerenz@gmail.com,  

 

Membership Chair:   

           Ray Green 

Tel:  (253) 848-0289 

Email: raygre@msn.com 

 

State Committeeman:   

          David Henry 

Tel: (253) 770-6158 

Email: birddog64@comcast.net 

 

State Committeewoman:  

          Ellen Zulauf 

Tel:    (253) 845-9370 

email:  eazul@comcast.net 

 

25TH DISTRICT 

DEMOCRATIC 

ELECTED  

OFFICIALS 

 

Senator                  

Jim Kastama 

(253) 840-4701 

 

email:  

kastama.jim@leg.wa.gov 
 

For all other elected officials:  

Legislative Hotline: 
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 DEMOCRATS 
CONTACT  INFO 

DNC: www.democrats.org 
WA State Dem Party 
www.wa-democrats.org 

 

.  

 

 

29 Oct Mon E-Board meets at  

7 PM at Fire Station 66 

 

 

 

NOTICE CHANGE 

 

5 Nov Mon 25 LDD meeting at 

Canyon Terrace Estates Club-

house, 9314 Canyon Road E., 

Puyallup.  Program: I-1240, 

Charter School Issue, Terri 

Baker, LWV & Cindy Poys-

nick, PCO & Past Pres.  

Puyallup School District 

 

 

 

17 Nov Sat DEADLINE 

FOR FOCUS articles, pictures, 

etc.  

 

 

26 Nov Mon E-Board meets at 

7PM at Fire Station 66.  

 

 

 

3 Dec Mon 25 LDD 

meeting at 7 PM at 

Puyallup Library 

 

15 Dec Sat DEADLINE FOR 

FOCUS articles, pictures, etc.   

 

 

 

 

 

25TH LDD E-BOARD 

PIERCE COUNTY  

REPRESENTATIVES 

 

POS 1:  Eric Herde 

Tel:  (253) 531-9067 

Email:  epwh@earthlink.net 

 

POS 2:  Rebecca Gallogly 

Tel:  (253)  431-1003 

Email:rdgallogly01@gmail.com 

 

POS 3:  Mervin Swanson 

Tel:  (253)  845-0194 

Email:  mswa658080@aol.com 

 

 

FOCUS EDITOR: Joan Cronk 

Tel:  (253) 845-5389 

Email: JoanCronk@comcast.net 

   Website.   For latest  info or copies             

o    of  FOCUS check out 25th          

L     LDD   Website at: 25dems.org 
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CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
By Ed Herde 

 
It has become very apparent in these two weeks before the election that the truth and the De-

mocrats are severely out gunned when it comes to campaign funds.  The fallout of the Citizens 

United ruling has reached our 25th Legislative District.  You know what I mean if your mailbox 

has been as full as mine with political mail pieces that play very loose with the truth.  In the fu-

ture the only way we will be able to get our candidates in office is through spreading the truth to 

the uninformed.  We must teach voters what the Republicans are really about.  We need to teach 

voters to follow the money.  

The 25th LD was once a strong Democratic district but it has slipped from its roots to a swing-

leaning Republican district.  The only way to turn this around is by talking to our fellow 25th 

District citizens. To fend off the extinction of the middle class we need to build our PCO ranks 

and start doing again the basic mission of a PCO ï to communicate the message of the Democ-

ratic Party with the voters of the precinct.  

We have many union members who live within the 25th LD. We need to invite these people and 

others who are interested in helping our community to our monthly meetings.  We need to bring 

them with us to the meetings.  Coming to my first meeting of the 25th LD Democrats was em-

powering. There was a speaker that told me what my government was doing, and there were 

elected representatives of my government that were very accessible.  I realized I could have in-

fluence on the wheels of government whether I was just asking questions, giving input to those 

representatives, or by getting involved through participation in an elected position with the 25th 

LD.  

I invite all PCOôs to come to a meeting soon and introduce yourself.  Bring your ideas to further 

our cause to help the people of our community.  We need to guard the poor and middle class 

against the advances of corporate interests that seek to get a free ride and have us pay for it.  

It is fitting that on the 1oth anniversary of the death of the late great senator Paul Wellstone of 

Minnesota who died in plane crash October 25th, 2002 we remember that he said ñIf we donôt 

fight hard enough for the things we stand for, at some point we have to recognize that we donôt 

really stand for them.ò 

 

 

Remember to return your ballot before November 6th.  If mailed on the 6th it may not get 

post marked by the 6th, in which case your vote will not count. 

 

 By Joan Cronk                       ENDORSEMENTS BY 25TH LDD 

 
Jay Inslee, Governor 
Karen Porterfield, U. S. Representative 8th Congressional District 
Denny Heck, U.S. Representative 10th Congressional District 
Billie O'Brien, Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer 
Kathleen Drew, Secretary of State 
Sheryl McCloud, Washington State Supreme Court Pos. 9 
Bill Hilton, 25th District House of Representatives, Pos 2 
Dawn Morrell, 25th District House of Representatives, Pos 1 
Eric Herde, 25th State Senator 
Steve Gonzalez, State Supreme Court Justice, unopposed 
Pat McCarthy, Pierce County Executive 
Approve R 74 
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MINUTES OF 25th LDD MEETING OCTOBER 1, 2012 

By Acting Secretary Joan Cronk 

 
Meeting called to order at 7 pm by Chair Ed Herde. Flag salute followed by roll call of officers. Present were Chair 

Ed Herde, Vice Chair and Asst. Treasurer Luanne Green, Treasurer Al Gray, Parliamentarian and Webster Cliff 

Allo, Sergeant At Arms Eric Renz, Membership Chair Ray Green, State Committeeman David Henry, State Com-

mitteewoman Ellen Zulauf and 25th LDD E-Board Pierce County Representatives Eric Herde, Rebecca Gallogly 

and Merv Swanson. 

 

Senator Jim Kastama addressed the group and said it had been a busy two months.  It was the 50 th Anniversary of 

the Worldôs Fair and he attended many events there.  He said he is winding down his senate career. He said he is 

proud of the business workforce and government working together issue that was recognized by National Gover-

norôs Association. He is going to Texas to receive the award and will travel to Washington DC for this program as 

well. 

 

Pierce Council Councilman Rick Talbert was the guest speaker and talked at length about the Charter Amendment 

that Pierce County citizens will vote on in November. The Amendment asks: shall future tax decisions require a 

super majority of the council to enact. He believes the Council has abused this process in the last five years. This is 

the 40th proposed Charter Amendment that citizens have had in the last 30 years. Any future tax decisions that the 

Council makes would require five out of seven members. ñThis puts the full power of the council into the hands of 

a minority of the city council. We already have a minority of senators that are controlling the government,ò he said, 

adding, ñThe minority controls the majority.ò 

 

There will be a charter review in 2015. Talbert is against the Charter Amendment and said the Republicans are 

running with this. He assumes that this Amendment will pass. The reality is a minority of the Council will decide 

how to collect revenue in the future. 

 

Cliff Allo said that the Executive Board is working on getting a mailing together for our candidates. We have 

$6,000 for this. He made a motion that we use up to $9,000 for the mailing and the motion passed. Envelopes for 

more donations were distributed. 

He hopes that since we have some of the most important races here, the legislature will donate more money to the 

cause. Cliff made a motion to allow the Executive Board to distribute any future monies to our 25 th LDD candi-

dates. Motion passed. 

 

Rob Stevens, Dawn Morrellôs campaign manager, said the campaign is moving into a new part of the campaign. 

Volunteers will be used in the near future for phone banking. On Wed night, Oct. 3rd, there is a Womenôs Forum at 

Claire Petrichôs warehouse. 

 

On October 9 the Teamsters will bring their truck to the Summit Uni-Serve on 39th and Meridian and volunteers 

will enjoy a barbecue and then do some phone banking ñThis is the last push ï please join us.ò He said. 

 

Bill Hilton, candidate for 25th LDD House of Representatives, thanked everyone for their support and said he has 

doorbelled, with Dawn Morrell, close to 15,000 homes with a goal of 20,000. 

 

Eric Herde, State Senate candidate, said he has two doorbelling opportunities coming up on Oct 7 and 14 th. Oct 7 is 

at 1:00 and will begin at PLU Union center and the 14th at 1:00 volunteers will meet at the campaign office. 

 

Denny Heckôs campaign manager talked about upcoming events as well. 

 

Jerry Beckendorf passed a sheet around asking for e-mail addresses and he will send you a list of what Republican 

candidates are vulnerable. He said on the 12th the Puyallup/Sumner Chamber of Commerce candidates will hold a 

forum at south Hill Best Western Park Plaza at 11:30. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
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PC YOUNG DEMOCRATS 

By Ben Anderstone, Chair PCYD 

  

Re-founded in 2011, the Pierce County Young Democrats is the largest youth-

oriented progressive group operating in Pierce County today  The PCYDs include 

activists, campaign workers, volunteers, interns, students and young professionals 

who are interested in advocating for progressive causes and good govern-

ance.  The PCYDs can be counted among Pierce County's most energetic volun-

teers and interns, but also focus on training the next generation of Pierce County 

political leaders through engagement, internships, networking and training.  To 

find out more, visit our web site at pcydems.org or join as at Tacoma's IBEW 

Hall, 3049 S 36th, at 7 PM, on the third Wednesday of each month.  

  
 

ON LEFT IS RICK TALBERT, MAIN SPEAKER 

AT OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING WITH 

BILL HILTON,  

CANDIDATE FOR LEGISLATIVE POSITION 
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                                                       It’s the brand, stupid! 

By Frank Blair 

 

From Romney to Dick Muri, they ALL have one thing in common, the BRAND of the GOP. 

That comes with a LOT of baggage. They call themselves ñfiscally responsibleò. They are re-

sponsible all right, responsible for three quarters of the national debt. They call us ñtax and 

spendò while they borrow and steal. Their zeal to eliminate regulations and regulatory agencies 

brought about a near global financial collapse. They have slithered SO far to the right that they 

no longer talk about those less fortunate than themselves in muted terms behind closed doors, 

but come right out and proudly say that we are all leeches, too lazy and irresponsible to ñcare 

for our own livesò. Nice. REAL Jesus-y. 

  

Rob McKenna said a couple things that SHOULD raise red flags and set off alarms, but MOST 

people probably are NOT aware of them. First, he said that teachers are more concerned about 

their unions than their students. This is dog-whistle for ñIôm going to crush teachers AND their 

unions ñ a la Scott Walker. He also said when asked if he would participate in the Affordable 

Care Actôs expansion of Medicaid to cover a million more Washington residents. He said that 

Medicaid is in trouble as a program. THAT is dog whistle forò to HELL with our citizens, let 

em dieò. 

  

To those of us who pay attention, these facts may be obvious. But to the vast majority of our 

Stateôs citizens they are not. The GOP has a propaganda machine throughout the nation that 

spins like a gyroscope selling their pseudo-patriotic, evangelical superiority over US like Madi-

son Avenue sells dish soap. We have nothing to work against it except FACTS.  

  

Romney has been flopping around, back and forth on issues like a fish on a dock. Almost to the 

point the right-wing noise machine even has a problem with him. BUT to them, the end justifies 

the means. The press refuses to call him a liar even when he lies to their face time and time 

again. The first debate was a perfect example. He was declared the winner by the same 

ñreportersò who HAD to admit that he told more lies in 90 minutes than ALL of his sons put 

together. ( He called THEM liars, remember?) 

  

All we CAN do is press on, telling our friends and neighbors the facts as we know them. We 

donôt HAVE to lie, we are PROUD of our party, our accomplishments and OUR brand. 
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OUR SUPREME COURT -  HOW DOES IT AFFECT YOU? 
By Luanne Green 

 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǊŜŀŘ The NationΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
of this publication may be interested in their October 8, 2012 issue.  The main articles cover our 
άм tŜǊŎŜƴǘ /ƻǳǊǘέ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘτƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ŎƘƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳǇŜǊ-conservative drift 
of our Supreme Court began.  Apparently Justice Lewis Powell wrote a memo that started the 
trend for more influence for the business, corporate and industrialism interests in 1971.   Even 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎ  ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ WƻƘƴ aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
time, Thomas Jefferson. 
 
 ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άThe 1 Percent Courtέ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ .ƛƭƭ aƻȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ !Φ ²ŜƛǎōŜǊƎŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
history behind the drift, where the Supreme Court became more than a neutral place, started 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
break a precedent of blockage of anything resembling progressive reform.  He was able to ap-
point eight new justices over the twelve years of his presidency.   
 
The 2012 election is even more important to the citizens of the United States.   The important 
factor would be the individuals who would be appointed to the Supreme Court in future.  We 
have observed the tilt in numbers of cases that have been decided not in our favor, but in those 
won by a group (essentially lobbyists for the Supreme Court) called National Chamber Litigation 
Chamberτnot by our Solicitor General who represents the people of the United States.  We 
watched the election of Al Gore put through the Supreme Court and defeated, plus many more 
landmark cases that should have been decided differently.  Ronald Reagan ran on a pro-
corporate platform and filled our Court with young conservative lawyers who now compose a 
majority of votes.  Combine this with right-ǿƛƴƎ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ άǘƘƛƴƪ ǘŀƴƪǎέ ŀƴŘ ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŦƛǊƳǎ ŀƴŘ 
one can see the wave that is threatening our 
country. 
 
These articles fill in the background of our illus-
ǘǊƛƻǳǎ άCƛǾŜέ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΦ  
We can credit this group with the Citizens 
United decision.   
 
(NOTE:  Your vote IS important and will help 
make a decisionτ 
 

 



Well, you should be if you want the truth about politics  

by Frank Blair and Traci Kelly on their radio show  

Fridays at 1200 to 1 PM on KLAY 1180 AM! 

 

And if for some reason or other you miss it then go to equaltimeradio.net. 

  Tune in or be tuned out. 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES ?   
DUES SHOULD BE PAID NOW FOR 2013! 

Use this form to recruit friends and neighbors to join you  

in helping our Democratic party. 

Name:______________________Address:_______________________________ 

Phone:  (   )___________                                    

Zip:________________________City/__________________________________ 

Precinct:________________                               

Email:___________________________________________ 

 

Dues:  Evergreen (includes Senior, outside district, etc) $10 per member; Rainier 

$25; Chair's Voice $50; Senators Club $100 (can be paid in installments.) 

Please send dues to:  25th LDD, POBox 73594, Puyallup, WA 98373 

Right Wing Myths ðfrom The Hightower Lowdown  
Invasive myths (letôs dare to call them lies) are being planted and nurtured by various 
Koch -funded front groups advancing the anti -democratic notion that corporations and 
the wealthy are Americaôs most able, virtuous, and deserving citizens.  They want us to 
believe this overriding whopper:  Government is an immoral, blundering menace that 
must be shoved aside so a virtuous society run by gifted, self -reliant ñstriversò and effi-
cient corporations can flourish.   
 
Right -wing policy proposals include:  

¶ Medicare must be replaced  with a privatized ñVoucher Careò (or more accurately, ñWe 
Donôt Careò) 

¶ All poverty programs must be slashed or eliminated to ñfreeò poor people from a crip-
pling and shameful dependency on public aid. 

¶ The government framework that sustains a middle class (from student loans to Social 
Security) must be turned over to Wall Street so individuals are free to ñmanageò their own 
fates through marketplace choice. 

¶ Such worker protections as collective bargaining, minimum wage and unemployment 
payments must be stripped away to remove artificial impediments to the ñnatural rationalityò 
of free market forces. 

¶ The corporate and moneyed elites must be freed from tax and regulatory burdens that 
impede their entrepreneurial creativity. 

¶ The First Amendment must be interpreted to mean that unlimited political spending of 
corporate cash equals free speech. 


